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My dear friends, 

I am happy to bring to you 1st June, 2022 issue of The Sunlit Path. 

The issue contains three important short passages from writings of 

Sri Aurobindo and The Mother on the aim of   Psychic Being. 

I do hope that you will find the contents deeply meaningful and 

enlightening.  

 

Dr. Bhalendu Vaishnav        

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial 
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The Parable of the Search for the Soul 

Sri Aurobindo 

Earth must transform herself and equal Heaven  

Or Heaven descend into earth’s mortal state.  

But for such vast spiritual change to be,  

Out of the mystic cavern in man’s heart  

The heavenly Psyche must put off her veil  

And step into common nature’s crowded rooms  

And stand uncovered in that nature’s front  

And rule its thoughts and fill the body and life. (1)  
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Here to fulfil himself was God’s desire   

Sri Aurobindo 

 

But since she knows the toil of mind and life  

As a mother feels and shares her children’s lives,  

She puts forth a small portion of herself,  

A being no bigger than the thumb of man  

Into a hidden region of the heart  

To face the pang and to forget the bliss,  

To share the suffering and endure earth’s wounds  

And labour mid the labour of the stars.  

This in us laughs and weeps, suffers the stroke,  

Exults in victory, struggles for the crown;  

Identified with the mind and body and life,  

It takes on itself their anguish and defeat,  

Bleeds with Fate’s whips and hangs upon the cross,  

Yet is the unwounded and immortal self  

Supporting the actor in the human scene.  

Through this she sends us her glory and her powers,  

Pushes to wisdom’s heights, through misery’s gulfs;  

She gives us strength to do our daily task  

And sympathy that partakes of others’ grief  

And the little strength we have to help our race,  

We who must fill the role of the universe  
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Acting itself out in a slight human shape  

And on our shoulders carry the struggling world.  

This is in us the godhead small and marred;  

In this human portion of divinity  

She seats the greatness of the Soul in Time  

To uplift from light to light, from power to power, 

Till on a heavenly peak it stands, a king.  

In body weak, in its heart an invincible might,  

It climbs stumbling, held up by an unseen hand,  

A toiling spirit in a mortal shape.(2) 
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Aim of The Psychic Being 

The Mother 

 

In what does a psychic being’s progress consist? 

Individualisation, the capacity to take up all experiences and 

organise them around the divine centre 

 

The aim of the psychic being is to form an individual being, 

individualised, “personalised” around the divine centre.  

 

Normally, all the experiences of the external life (unless one 

does yoga and becomes conscious) pass without organising the 

inner being, while the psychic being organises these experiences 

serially. It wants to realise a particular attitude towards the 

Divine.  

 

Hence it looks for all favourable experiences in order to have the 

complete series of opportunities, so to say, which will allow it to 

realise this attitude towards the Divine.  

 

Take someone, for example, who wants to have the experience 

of nobility — a nobility which makes it impossible for you to act 

like an ordinary person, which infuses into you a bravery, a 
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courage which may almost be taken for rashness because the 

attitude, the experience demands that you face danger without 

showing the least fear. I was telling you a while ago that I would 

explain to you what one could acquire by entering into the body 

of a king. A king is an ordinary man, isn’t he, like all others; he 

does not have a special consciousness, but through the 

necessities of his life, because he is a kind of symbol to his 

people, there are things he is obliged to do which he could never 

do if he were an ordinary man. I know this by experience, but I 

saw this also while looking at photographs which represented a 

king in actual circumstances: something had happened, which 

might have been an attempt on his life, but was averted. The 

photographs showed the king inspecting a regiment; all of a 

sudden someone had rushed forward, perhaps with a bad 

intention, perhaps not, for nothing had happened; in any case, 

the king had remained completely impassive, absolutely calm, 

the same smile on his lips, without moving the least from the 

place where he was; and he was quite within sight, an easy 

target for one who wanted to rush forward and hurt him. For all 

I know, this king was not a hero, but because he was a king, he 

could not take to flight! That would have been ignoble. So he 

remained calm, without stirring, without showing any outward 

fear. This is an example of what one can learn in the life of a king. 

(3)  
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